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served the purposes of trade unions, friendly societies, freemasonry, and poor-law for vast numbers of people who would otherwise find themselves desolate and isolated in a hungry and unfriendly world. Europeans laid too much stress on the divisions of caste, and failed to see its uses in combining men.
The conversation at this point takes on a slightly more personal flavour. That is all very well, but would our friend the Brahmin abate one jot of his claims to be superior to the rest of his fellow-Hindus, and will not he and other Brahmins fight to the last against any change which would lessen the distance between them and their fellows? The Brahmin takes up the challenge with good - humour. It is, he admits, a great advantage to be born a Brahmin, and he is thankful to the overruling Providence which gave him that privilege. But, like other privileged persons,